A Couple of Problems: A Game for Two

Preserve your relationship by strengthening the bonds of love.


The Couple - The Couple represents the masculine and feminine sides of a relationship. Though the sides may not be male or female, there always is a masculine and feminine nature to a relationship. These are represented by Blue and Red - not necessarily that masculine is naturally blue and feminine is naturally red, but also because blue and red are the traditional colors of Player 1 and Player 2. Both players are meant to cooperate and recognize the bonds between them.


The Orbits - The Orbits of the Couple are in the shape of a Venn Diagram. This illustrates the elements that both halves of the relationship have in common as well as the ways in which they differ. The diagram is symmetrical, suggesting that both elements of the relationship are inherently equal. The most important element they share is the relationship.


The Relationship - The Relationship is at the center of the image. The word ‘Relationship’ orbits around the center. If an issue hits the relationship, it will damage part of the relationship. Once the center is destroyed, the relationship is over.


Incoming Issues - Issues affecting the relationship come in from the outside, the unknown. Issues are words representing problems that can harm a relationship, from small problems to serious issues. There are three kinds of issues: small, medium, and large. Larger issues threaten to destroy the relationship, but the relationship can survive at least one large issue. Some issues can reside in multiple levels, but others will only be at a more serious level. The couple has to choose which issues to concentrate on and diffuse by using their bond of love and/or their bullets of love.
	The final incoming issue is Death. Death can be slowed down by firing love at it, but Death will ultimately shatter the relationship. It is so large that it completely dwarfs everything else. 


The Bond - The bond is composed of the words “I Love You” or “You I Love”. The bond represents communication in the relationship. Communication serves as a “net” to help stop incoming issues. The closer the couple is together, the thicker the barrier and the more issues it can stop. Also, the couple can fire more rapidly. The farther they are apart, the thinner the barrier and the easier it is for issues to pass through.
	The bond pulls the couple together. Even at long distances, they are naturally drawn towards each other. However, the bond also pushes a little back to a ‘slack’ distance - both need their ‘me time’.
	The farther apart the couple is, the stronger the pull of the bond. The communication might be weak, but they still feel a desire to come together.
	The bond also drags the other along. This can be a negative - one half of the couple might want to go in one direction while the other half wants to go another. As a result, one side can be ‘dragged’ along, which can disrupt incoming issues from one side or result in missed shots.


Shooting - The couple can ‘fire’ Love at the incoming issues. Love will help diffuse the incoming issues before they reach the Relationship. Some issues are so big they require the couple to cooperate, working together to diffuse them. The closer the couple is to each other, the more love that can be fired - stronger communication allows for stronger love. You might say these are “bullets of pure love” used to deflect the “wrong” that’s been done to the couple. The fact that you fire Love at the issues, and along with the bond of love, illustrates a positive message.

